South St.Louis

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Minutes from May 20. 2026 Regular Board Meeting

Call to Order Chair John Tollgaard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Members Present: Others Present:

John Tollgaard R.C. Boheim, SWCD Staff
Al Moline Beth Kleinke, NRCS

Paul Fish Melanie Bomier, BWSR
Jim Kruse

Caleb Langworthy

Agenda The Board reviewed the agenda. Motion by Fish, seconded by Moline to approve the agenda.
Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard
Opposed: None Motion Carried

Approval of Minutes The Board reviewed Minutes from the March Meeting. Motion by Kruse, seconded
by Langworthy to approve the Minutes.

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried

Financial and Administrative Reports
Financial Reports The Board reviewed the financial reports. The total fund balance as of April 30, 2026
was $907,148.33. Motion by Kruse, seconded by Moline to approve the Financial Report.

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried

Treasurer’s Report Moline reported he went through April material prior to the meeting and reported
everything checked out. Motion by Langworthy, seconded by Kruse to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard
Opposed: None Motion Carried

Monthly Report Boheim gave a verbal report to the Board.

MASWCD Resolutions
SWCD TSA Funding — Revised Motion by Kruse, seconded by Fish to approve the following resolution:

Increase State Funding for SWCD Technical Service Areas

WHEREAS, the purpose of SWCD TSAs is to provide specialized technical and engineering assistance for landowners
implementing projects which improve water quality through the installation of Best Management Practices; and

WHEREAS, Non-Point Engineering Assistance Program (NPEA) was established in 1994 to provide state funding to deliver
local engineering assistance through Joint Powers Boards of Minnesota’s SWCDs; and

WHEREAS, there are eight SWCD TSA service areas covering the entire state of Minnesota, assisting SWCDs with
conservation project needs and enhancing local technical capacity; and

WHEREAS, In Fiscal Year 2014 BWSR used Clean Water Funds through Shared Services Grants to support SWCD TSAs need
for increased capacity to maintain and increase qualified SWCD TSA technical staff; and

WHEREAS, BWSR Non-Point Engineering Grants and BWSR Enhanced Shared Services Grants have increased 0.00% From
FY2016 to FY2026, while inflationary costs have increased by 35.52% cumulatively over that same time period; and
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WHEREAS, roughly 40% of SWCD TSAs budgets are currently being supplemented by short-term competitive local, state and
federal grants.
WHEREAS, SWCD TSA Areas 1, 5, 7, and 8 had workload assessments completed over the past 5 years that document the need
to double the technical staff of our workforce to accomplish BWSR-approved watershed management plan goals; and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MASWCD works with BWSR leadership to increase the annual funding for SWCD
TSAs for Non-Point Engineering Assistance and Enhanced Shared Services Grants.
WORKLOAD IMPACT STATEMENT. Medium

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried
Other None

District Conservationist’s Report Kleinke provided a verbal report.

Cost-share & Project Approvals
Payment Molly Tillotson / Inez Wildwood Woodland Stewardship SLR - $1,300 Motion by
Langworthy, seconded by Kruse to approve final payment for $1,300.

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried

Grant Agreements
BWSR 2026 Watershed Based Implementation Funding Motion by Kruse, seconded by Moline to
approve the Agreement for $2,239,092 and authorize staff to sign the agreement.

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried

Bomier reported there will be an additional round of Clean Water Fund Lake Superior Implementation
Funding for $190,000.

Committee and Board Membership Reports

Area III SWCD Technical Service Area Meets next month.

SWCD Forestry Association Meets tomorrow.

Laurentian Resource Conservation & Development Moline reported there was a meeting on Monday
and Carbon Credits were discussed.

MASWCD Northeast Area 3 The Area 3 Resolution Meeting will be on June 5™ in Cloquet.

St. Louis River Policy Committee No report

Supervisor Reports
Fish reported the BWSR Board met on Monday.

Supervisor Expenses Tollgaard reviewed expense reports with the Board. Motion by Kruse, seconded by
Fish to approve the reports.

Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard

Opposed: None Motion Carried

Adjourn Motion by Moline to adjourn the meeting.
Affirmative: Fish, Kruse, Langworthy, Moline, Tollgaard
Opposed: None Motion Carried

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
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